Kirsteen and Andrew Michell host B&B guests at their beloved !
300-year-old manse near Lockerbie. CAROL HOGARTH: S
discovers why people from all over the world fall for the charms -
of Applegarth House, which has a 12th century motte at the
end of the garden, and an 18th century church next door
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Andrew and Kirsteen Michell
at Applegarth House




ith its peaceful rural setting

and elegant period style, it’s

no wonder that guests at the

300-year-old Applegarth

House have said they
expect to find Jane Austen stepping out of
the front door to greet them.

Hosts Kirsteen and Andrew Michell
are certainly offering a classic country
house experience including afternoon tea
(with bone china crockery) in the drawing
room, drinks and canapes in the garden
and home cooked candlelit dinners.
But, while the couple love hosting B&B
guests from all over the world, the beautiful
18th century manse near Lockerbie is first
and foremost their own beloved home.

Andrew, a property consultant, was living
and working in London when he was re-
introduced to Kirsteen by mutual friends
in Galloway.
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‘We wanted the
feel of the interior
decoration to be
in keeping with
the house and its
period features’

They had known each other in their youth,
Andrew having been brought up on the Isle
of Wight and Kirsteen just across the Solent
on Hayling Island, but they went on to marry
other people and raise their own families.
In Kirsteen's case her first marriage brought
her to Annandale which she loves and has
never left.

When she and Andrew began looking for
somewhere to set up home together, the
Lockerbie area was the perfect fit with its
proximity to the train station for Andrew’s
then weekly commute to London.

Applegarth House, which was originally
built in 1727, with a Victorian extension
added in 1862, was a little run down but,
says Kirsteen: “We loved the look of it.”

They also loved its secluded setting,
overlooking the River Annan, and its history,
with a 12th century motte at the end of the
garden, the ancient seat of the Jardine clan,
and an 18th century church next door.

The couple moved in eight years ago
and set about renovations including
plumbing, re-wiring, a new sceptic
tank and new bathrooms, along with
extensive redecoration.

“We are so in tune with what we like, so
we work well as a team,” says Kirsteen. “We
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Applegarthoffers a
classic country house
experience including
afternoon tea

wanted the feel of the interior decoration
to be in keeping with the house and its
period features.”

Gentle muted tones flow throughout the
house, punctuated by beautiful artworks,
modern and traditional, and many by
Dumfries & Galloway artists. Wooden floors
and antique furniture emphasise the country
house atmosphere.

The two ensuite guest bedrooms on the
first floor, named after the rivers Annan
and Dryfe, are smart and tasteful, luxurious
without being fussy, and their adjoining
modern bathrooms have rainfall showers
and thick, fluffy white towels.

Opening for guest bookings in January
2020 meant a rocky start for the couple,
with a flurry of spring bookings having Gentibantredtaras How
to be cancelled due to the first pandemic throughout the house,
lockdown. punctuated by beautiful

They had also planned to marry in April © b
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% Ar:nd'rew and'Kirsteen
.and their Igbradors,
Millie and-Phoebe .

e

The manse’s former byre and
stable have been transformed
into two modern, self-catering
cottages
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‘Although the
accommodation offers
peace and privacy,
guests are very much
made to feel part

of the household’

2020 and, refusing to be beaten, they and
their six guests headed to Lockerbie Town
Hall for a much smaller ceremony, two
days before the lockdown came into force
in the March.

As restrictions lifted that summer,
Andrew and Kirsteen began to benefit from
the staycation market, with holidaymakers
stillunable to travel abroad. “We were really
busy and, from then on, we opened when
we could around the various restrictions
that followed.”

Just a short drive from Lockerbie and
the A74M, Applegarth House attracts many
s}}ort stays but Andrew and Kirsteen are keen
for guests to enjoy the south of Scotland: “We
are always encouraging them to explore the
area and not just stay for one night and head
off to the Highlands,” says Kirsteen.

Although the accommodation offers peace
and privacy, guests are very much made
to feel part of the household. Andrew and
Kirsteen join them for pre-dinner drinks
and sometimes host them for dinner in their
own elegant dining room.

Otherwise, the visitors enjoy an intimate
evening meal in the bay window of the

- G drawing room, overlooking the garden.
Self-catering™ L8 : o Kirsteen bakes for the afternoon teas and
kitchen = = | cooks dinner, while Andrew is the breakfast
chef, offering the full traditional Scottish
breakfast and its variations.

Guests’ dogs are also welcome at
Applegarth, as long as they are comfortable
with Kirsteen and Andrew’s two labradors,
Millie and Phoebe, and settle downstairs.

“People say to us they couldn't have
strangers staying in their own home, but
we've never felt that,” says Andrew. “Some
of our repeat guests have become really good
friends.”

The couple have a small team “who make it
all possible” - cleaner Amanda Elphinstone,
Anita Cooper who does the ironing and
gardener Keith Millar. ©
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“We really appreciate them and couldn’t
do it without them,” says Kirsteen.

The Michell’s top-notch hospitality earned
them a place on the 2025 South of Scotland
Thistle Awards shortlist for Best B&B or
Guest House Experience.

Last year, work was completed on the
transformation of the manse’s former byre
and stable into two modern, self-catering
cottages.

They each have one double bedroom, a
large shower room and a large, airy open
plan kitchen, living and dining room with
underfloor heating from an air source heat
pump and solar panels for electricity. They
have private garden terraces and parking
with an EV charger.

While busy running their B&B and
cottages this summer, Andrew and Kirsteen
have also been working on a project to secure
the future of Applegarth Church.

It was closed and marketed for sale by
the Church of Scotland in March and the
Michells, knowing the importance of the
whole site to the Clan Jardine who visit
during clan gatherings every few years, made
contact with Jardines all over the world.

“There is so much Jardine history here,”
says Kirsteen. “When the church closed
the secretary of the Jardine Clan Society
Andreena Duffin, who lives on Mull, was
very upset, so we thought maybe there was
something we could do.”

She and Andrew offered their own lump
sum to kickstart fundraising through the
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Inside one of the
self-catering cottages

‘Some of our repeat guests have
become really good friends’

One of the self-catering
cottage bedrooms

Clan Jardine Facebook group and, within 48
hours, raised more than £40,000 in pledges
from far and wide.

A family of American Jardines who had
stayed at Applegarth House three years ago
pledged the rest of the money needed and,
in June, the Michells submitted a successful
bid to buy the church.

The plan is now to form a SCIO to run the
church as a heritage base with a permanent
display about the Jardine family and the

site’s rich history while also opening it
for weddings, funerals, christenings,
concerts and other community events.
“Wewanttorenewinterestlocallyinthechurch
and breathe new life into it,” says Andrew.

» Applegarth House B&B is open from
March to October. The cottages are
available all year round. For more
information see www.applegarthhouse.
co.uk
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